THE PROTECTIVE FOREST HUB - A COOPERATION TO STRENGTHEN
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PROTECTIVE FOREST IN AUSTRIA
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ABSTRACT

In order to meet the many challenges protective forests are facing, the Protective Forest Hub - located at the WALDCAMPUS Austria in
Traunkirchen - was established as a strategic partnership between four organisations within the framework of the action programme "Forests
protect us!”. The aim is to jointly promote the issue of protective forests at the policy-making level, but also to use concrete public relations

projects to raise awareness of protective forests among forest managers, forest services and the general public.

INTRODUCTION

In an alpine and densely forested country like Austria, where almost half of the country is covered by forest, protective forests are a central
component of natural hazard management. Through active management geared to the protective goal, natural hazard processes such as
rockfall, avalanches, landslides or water processes can be positively influenced, thus reducing the impact on the human habitat. According
to the protective forest cover map, 42 percent of the Austrian forest area has a protective function, almost one in four Austrians benefits
from the protective effects of the forest. The Protective Forest Hub focuses on the protective function of the forest, which is essential for our

society, and tries to raise awareness of the "green" protective infrastructure against natural hazards through concrete projects.
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Figure 1: Protective Forest Hub — Logo

COOPERATION PARTNERS AND OBJECTIVES

The Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management, represented by the Torrent and Avalanche Control (WLV), the

Federal Forest Research Centre (BFW), the Austrian Federal Forests (OBf) and the University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences

Vienna (BOKU) have set themselves the goal of cooperating even more closely with the Protective Forest Hub on the topic of protective

forests. The focus is on projects in information and public relations, education and training as well as research and knowledge transfer. The

following goals are to be achieved:

e  Establishment of a centre for information, advice and awareness-raising on protective forests for target and stakeholder groups, in par-
ticular for forest owners, forest services and all thematically related expert groups.

e  Provide education and training on the topics of protective forest, natural hazard management, sustainable mountain forestry, hunting
in protective forests and management of torrent catchment areas.

e  Establishment and management of a model protective forest for teaching, research and practice on operational areas of the Austrian
Federal Forests.

e Management of the model catchment area of the Rindbach in Ebensee/Upper Austria as a cooperation project between research and
practice with a focus on the interactions between forest management, natural hazards, hydrology, soil ecology, site science, geotech-
nics and geohydraulics. The model catchment area offers an interdisciplinary team of scientists the opportunity to investigate natural
hazard processes, also in connection with land use activities, on a long-term basis (>30 years). Additionally, it serves as a training area
for practical training courses.

e  Promotion of the cultural heritage of protective forests in Austria.
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Figure 2: Model Catchment Area Rindbach — Monitoring Systems

Awareness Raising - Projects in the field of Public Relations

Since the successful opening of the Protective Forest Hub in April 2022, numerous projects have been implemented in the areas of research,
awareness raising and public relations.

In order to raise general awareness of the services provided by the protective forest and to attract younger generations to the subject, the
Protective Forest Hub organised excursions and "protective forest days with reforestation activities" for schools and interested target groups.
These activities were also intensified by well-founded expert lectures on the protective forest at various national and international events
(including the Austrian Forestry Conference 2022, the ASDR Natural Hazards Conference 2022, the World Forestry Congress in Seoul/Korea
2022 and the Federal Protective Forest Platform 2023).

Figure 3: Protective Forest Hub — “Protective Forest Day” with Schools

Another important measure for raising awareness and public relations is the construction of nature trails. In Hallstatt and in Steinbach am
Attersee, educational signboards have been set up as part of the protection projects of the Torrent and Avalanche Control. In Hallstatt,
there are four educational signboards at easily accessible locations, which are drawing attention to the important protective function of the
forest. In Steinbach am Attersee, a protective forest nature trail has been created with a total of 20 informative educational signboards lead-
ing directly through the green protective infrastructure to make the importance of the forest in protecting against natural hazards directly
comprehensible.

Many other projects and activities have been implemented or are in the planning stage.
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RESULTS/ CONCLUSION

The cooperation agreement of the Protective Forest Hub provides for a periodic evaluation of the objectives and defines future priorities.
The activities and projects carried out so far indicate a positive development of the Protective Forest Hub. After three years of activity, with a
lower level of activity during the Covid19 pandemic, the cooperation between the cooperation partners has been significantly strengthened.
The Protective Forest Hub was made known to the professional public through events. In particular, education and training will be further
promoted with all cooperation partners. Networking and professional synergies with partner institutions are also planned in order to jointly

meet the challenges in the protective forest with strong answers for practice.

More Information: https://www.protective-forest.at/protectiveforesthub.html
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